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CHURCH NEWS

A message from Fr Tshepo
On his deathbed, in May 1861, St Eugene de Mazenod told his
fellow missionaries: “Among yourselves practice charity, charity,
charity.” This was his last testament to them. We often say that
“charity begins at home.” Certainly, in these days when facing the
Coronavirus pandemic, many people have become aware of the
need to support the many charity organisations around us.

Charity... one of the buzzwords of 2020. But what is it? The
Catechism of the Catholic Church (#1822) defines charity as “the
theological virtue by which we love God above all things for his
own sake, and our neighbour as ourselves for the love of God.”
We are accustomed to thinking of charity in terms of our actions.
However, before charity is an act, it is first and foremost a
disposition, an attitude, a virtue. It is a response to Christ’s new
commandment for us to love God and love our neighbour.

Thinking of our charitable actions in this way makes them more
noble, more Christian. Pope Francis speaks of charity as an
encounter with Christ in the poor and needy, and not just a
matter of handing out aid. Rather than being mere humanitarian
acts, our acts of charity must be aimed at being a sign and
instrument of God’s love for humanity. This is needed in our
society today which is challenged by individualism, consumerism,
and indifference. Pope Francis said recently that hopefully
humanity, faced with these challenges, will develop what he calls
the antibodies of justice, charity and solidarity.
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We are called at this time when the world faces despair,
helplessness and death to be witnesses of the triumph of life and
love/charity. We can do this in our works of charity. We are
grateful in our parish to have the St Vincent de Paul Society, the
Parish Poverty Relief Fund, and the Pensioners & Children
Support Group. A word of gratitude to the many people who have
responded generously with food and clothing donations. 

The current pandemic has indeed shown the need for humanity to
recognise that we are our brother’s and sister’s keeper. May the
Lord grant us the grace to respond to their need. In doing this we
minister to Christ himself who said “what you do to the least of

my brothers and sisters you do to me” (Mt. 25:40).

May charity be for us not just what we do in times of crisis, but
who we are at all times.
God bless you,

Fr Tshepo Duik.

Bernadette Winderley serves tirelessly for God.
If ever there was a person who has taken a bible verse, it would be Bernie
and James 1v15-16. "Suppose there are brothers or sisters who need
clothes and don't have enough to eat. What good is there in your saying to
them, “God bless you! Keep warm and eat well!”—if you don't give them
the necessities of life?"
 
Bernie formed the Pensioners & Children Support group in 2006 and her
group and the people she serves has grown from there. She is a mother of
3 and a granny to 8, all the while making time for her Charity.

Can you tell us a bit about what your group was doing before
lockdown?
The Pensioners & Children Support group was responsible for the
delicious cake sales we used to have after Mass. With the money we
raised we were able to help many families and the needy each month and
especially at Christmas when we distribute huge food parcels to
pensioners, child-run homes and the destitute. Last year we helped 1000
families. We work through the Catholic churches in Soweto Phiri who
assist in distributing to Wolmaranstad, Protea South, Orange Farm and
Kliptown squatter camps. The nuns in the Winterveldt and Krugersdorp
area send to Randfontein. In these areas there are soup kitchens which
we give fresh vegetables and meat to aid the many families that face real
hardship.

Who have you been helping during lockdown?
We are just a small group of ladies 14 in total (and husbands who are
roped in when needed) but I have been humbled by just how much we can
achieve. Between the Pandemic, the economic recession and high
unemployment rate, we have been inundated with many more requests. I
am blessed to say that so far we have not had to turn anyone away. We
have found that we are getting many more individual requests. Families
that are unable to gain access to government relief. At the same time we
are helping 4 old age homes with clothing, blankets, linen and food. We
supply food and food parcels to 14 men who live in a cemetery and 20
who live in a park. We have also done Baby hampers and food parcels to
new moms and assisted in relocating mothers and children where there
has been violence, setting them up with a new home, furniture and food,
we also have been supplying food to huge soup kitchens who feed over a
1000 people a day.

Our love and assistance has gone to so many wonderful deserving causes
and in doing so we have met the most amazing and wonderful people.
This also means that we have a fantastic network with many charities so if
we don’t have a need for something that is donated then we know who will
want it.

How can Parishioners help?
We hope to be able to continue to hand out food parcels so may we
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appeal to you to please support us by donating non-perishables; every
tin of food or packet of tea, coffee, Cremora, long life milk, sugar, rice,
beans, salt, mielie meal, flour, soap, washing powder, dish washing liquid
are much appreciated.

We also need Blankets and clothes are always most welcome,
especially shoes for winter and we are always short of children’s
clothing. Anything for babies will go into the parcels we pack for new born
babies.

All items can be dropped off at the Parish Center during office hours.

There is a constant flow of money required to help the needy, whether it
be paying a pharmacy bill or electricity account. We also provide fresh
food to a soup kitchen in Soweto, so if you feel led to make a cash
donation, you can transfer it to – 
 
Bank:               Nedbank
Acc no:            1158 466 846
Code:              15220500
Type:               Cheque
Name:             Pensioners and Childrens Support Fund

What if we don't have the means to
help?
Fr Tshepo explained it so well; charity is not just handing out aid.
If you are unable to give financially, please PRAY for those in
need and offer your kindness. It's not just the needy that we
should pray for, but also those teams who are going out there to
distribute the donated goods.
 

Let people know you thinking of
them
We encourage you to write a handwritten note to let those who
receive the parcels know we are thinking of them and praying for
them. Let us share the warmth and love we receive from the Holy
Spirit with others.

If you would like to show your Gratitude toward healthcare
workers during this pandemic, we are collecting messages and
cards that will be given to them by one of our parishioners who
works on the frontline.  A word of hope, encouragement and
prayer is exactly what they need to help them cope at this time.

Adult colouring can be so relaxing and therapeutic. If you would
like a little inspiration, click on the picture to get a printable
picture.

Both messages can be sent via email or dropped off at the Parish
Office.

Prayer for our Parish
Dear Father God,

You have told us ‘if my people, who are called by my name, will humble

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,

then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their

land.’ 2 Chronicles 7:14 

Guide us this day and lay your hands on all the prayer requests of the
people of The Parish of the Resurrection, especially Albert Kayongo,
Amelia, Anne Willis, Caroline Mary Williams, Dean, Giorgio & Olmina
Bastiotto, Joyce Nadesan, Karen Mantz, Manuela, Michael Rangasamy,
Father Keith & Father Tshepo, Pierre Kedziersk, Scarlet Bezuidenhout,
Sheilagh Findlay, Teboho Nchapha and Tholoana Malabane Seotsanyana.
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Build our faith Lord so that we might seek You in all that we do.   Keep us
strong so that we might look forward to Your promise, to heal our land. 
Help us to learn to forgive even those things that cause us great hurt. 
Things we are angry about, things that we have harboured for so long,
things that hold us back.

Teach us, Lord Jesus, to follow in Your footsteps each day and to see You
eyes in the eyes of the poor, destitute, sick and lonely.

Thank you for Your continuous mercy and love.
Come Holy Spirit give us courage and zeal to do Your will.

We ask this through your blessed name, Jesus.
Amen

Is lockdown making you feel locked up? 
Got questions about life? 
Then come check out Youth Alpha online.
Youth Alpha is an awesome experience for young adults, to figure out the
meaning of life and explore life’s big questions, with the added bonus of
meeting new people and making lasting friendships.

The bonus of doing Alpha online is that there will be 2 groups, Youth
Alpha (15 to 17 years) and Young Adults (18 to 25 years), so you will
definitely find someone to connect with.

Start Date: Thursday 13 August 2020 at 19H00
Meeting Place: Zoom
Can’t wait to see you online.

Discover your Gifts 101 
We are all created by God, for God and to serve God. But what
can I do you ask? I have no talents you lament? God gives gifts to
all his children. You are no exception.

The online "Discover Your Gifts – 101" series starts on
Wednesday 29th July @19h30 and runs for 6 weeks.
 
Discover your SHAPE and where you fit into the church.
Spiritual gifts
Heart
Abilities
Personal Behaviour
Experiences

Digital Snapshot
Click on Picture to Link

Request Prayer

Register to join us

Book your free digital seat
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Lend a hand?
We need volunteers that we can train in COVID-19 screening for
when we re-open the church for mass. If you are willing to be
trained as a volunteer please email: communication@
bryanstoncatholic.co.za or contact the Parish Office before the
19th of August 2020.  

Giving
If you're not signed up for dedicated giving but would like to
continue to support the parish, you can make donations via snap
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scan or follow the link online. 

As always, your generosity is appreciated, and we are especially
grateful during this time.
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