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CHURCH NEWS

A message from Fr Keith
It has been a tough fortnight with both Fr Tshepo and myself in
self isolation. I picked up a cold, and that developed into
bronchitis. Fortunately, I responded well to the antibiotic and now
I am over the worst and delighted to come out of isolation. Fr
Tshepo is also well and out of isolation. I am excited about being
able to celebrate mass again. Please look at our YouTube channel
for the celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday.

Suppose God appeared to you and made an offer: "Ask something
of me and I will give it to you." After the initial "Wow!" – What
would you ask for? And what will your response reveal about your
heart’s deepest desire, or need? These days our response might
be different than at "normal" times. We might ask for a good
paying job, because we lost ours due to the lockdown. We might
ask for a cure for a loved one who is getting worse and not
recovering from the  coronavirus . Or, let’s admit, our first request
might be for a lot of money to see us through these and future
days.

That was the choice put to Solomon: "Ask something of me and I
will give it." When we want to compliment someone for making a
good decision we might say, "You have the wisdom of Solomon."
How did he get so wise? The first reading on Sunday attributes
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his wisdom to God. It is the beginning of Solomon’s kingship and,
as he looked ahead, he knew what he needed to be a good ruler
– the blessing of wisdom. His response to God, "I am a mere
youth, not knowing at all how to act."

And doesn’t that sum up what a lot of us are experiencing these
days? His prayer could very well be our prayer, as we consider our
present situation and ponder our future – our threatened and
disjointed future. How will we get through these and the long
days ahead? When will it end and when it does, what will our
lives be like? We don’t know the answer to these questions, but
we do know what we will need to persevere and adjust to our
new lives on the other side of this awful, life-stealing pandemic.
We need wisdom for all the reshuffling we will have to do and so
today, as a community of believers, we pray Solomon’s prayer:
"Give your servants therefore, an understanding heart... Give us,
your believing and fragile people, wisdom."

God bless, Fr Keith

Andrew Versfeld is working for God....
The greatest moment of my life was when I married the love of my life
Toinette in 1995. We met at a catholic students (CATHSOC) conference
when I was 19 and we were in the same small group for many of the
discussions. From this has grown my passion for Marriage and small
group scriptural discussions.
My dad was 1 of 9 children so I come from a tradition of strong family
values. The second greatest moment of my life was the birth of my 2
children Ruth and Anna who were permanent features on the altar pre-
Covid. From this has grown my passion for good parenting and raising
Spiritual children.
What you may not know about me is I earn a living as a Vet in the Midrand
area and have a passion for all animals with a special space in my heart
for the most majestic of all, the HORSE.
 
What were you doing pre-COVID?
Toinette and I have been very involved in Alpha since we returned from
the UK in 1998. For the last few years we have mainly been involved in
the Marriage Course, running it twice a year with a wonderful team of 5
other couples. This has been so rewarding seeing couples grow closer
over the 7 weeks of the course.

Covid has been a game changer. 
It has opened the horizons of digital communications. I have been part of
Alpha online and we have just finished our 1st course. It was mind-
blowing, not just for the guests but for the leadership team as well. The
sense of community and the comradery experienced in the small group
was just as effective as the in-person Alpha. So many guests were able to
take part that never would have been able to with the traditional course.
This Wednesday I am starting the Gifts course with Renato and Dennis.
We have almost 100 guests already registered so this is a really exciting
opportunity to grow the active membership of our parish. On top of this,
we plan to run the Marriage Course online starting early September. So it
is all systems go for now. The harvest is plentiful but the reapers are few
so we call on the Lord of the harvest to send us workers.

Prayer
Dear Father God

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord. ‘Plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah
29:11

You have promised us hope, You have taught us to seek your face and to
follow You. You have shown us Your mercy and Your love. Help us Lord to
believe that You will put an end to our suffering, that You will be our



guide. Build our faith in You so that we will believe that You give us hope
in these trying times.

Be with the people of the Parish of the Resurrection listen to our prayers
for Amelia, Anne Willis, Bernett McArthur, Caroline Williams, Gail Solomon,
Olmina Bastiotto, Joyce Nadesan, Manuela, Michael Rangasamy, Pierre
Kedziersk and Sheilagh Findlay.

Father God, help us to maintain our hope in You. Show us how to
understand Your promise of a plan for us. Help us to respond with
obedience to Your call as we come before You this day, we honour and
praise You for the many prayers that You have answered. We continue to
live in hope that we will understand Your plans for us and our call to serve
You.

Come Holy Spirit give us courage, give us faith, build our hope.

Amen

Lend a hand?
The Lord always hears our prayers and when we pray in unity, the
power of prayer is magnified. The parish of the Resurrection
Prayer team has a vision to connect our prayer groups
and amplify our voices. If you belong to a prayer group, we would
love to hear from you. If you would like to join a prayer group,
please also email us on prayer@bryanstoncatholic.co.za

Brescia House School Family Liturgy
Brescia House School Primary School invites you to join them for
their Family Liturgy next week.  Should you wish to attend, click
the button below on Wednesday, 29 July 2020 at 08h00.
 

 

Youth Alpha online
Feel like you’re living a life of isolation? Feeling disconnected
from the world?
Pause Netflix and binge Alpha Youth Online instead.
Alpha Youth is an amazing course for youth (15-17 years) and young
adults (18-23) who are searching for the meaning of life and who are
wondering if there is more to life than this.
If this sounds like you, register & join us on Zoom on 13 August at 19h00

Discover your Gifts 101 
We have had a fantastic response to the Gifts course. The registration
closes on Friday 24 July at midnight. We continue to pray for all the
people starting the course on Wednesday 29th July @19h30.
 

Request Prayer

Join live stream

Register to join us
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Discover your SHAPE and where you fit into the church.
Spiritual gifts
Heart
Abilities
Personal Behaviour
Experiences

Charity
We have a number of Charities working from our
church at the moment. If you drop items off
at the Parish Office, unless you specify a charity,
they are distributed according to needs.

Your generosity is so appreciated at this time,
as we try to help some of those people who are
in desperate need. 

Feedback

Our priests are back!
Father Keith and Father Tshepo are feeling much better after their
two weeks of rest. They have resumed filming and Mass will be
available on Youtube from Sunday.

Thank you to everyone who helped us with Church at Home, it
was a wonderful experience and hopefully something we can
work on to somehow incorporate into our church in future. A big
thank you for all the love and healing prayers for our priests.

 

Book your free digital seat
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Living Faith
The new Living Faith booklet is now available.

Please need to contact Luane on 071 574 2203 to place your
order.

Collection will be at the Parish Office during office hours. The
price is still R25 per copy.  Kindly bring the correct amount of cash
with you as no change will be available.

From the Olive Grove
GARDEN OF REMEMBERANCE
Thank you for your feedback on managing the tributes in the
garden of remembrance. We are still working on a policy to put
before the PPC. Our wish is that the garden of remembrance is a
place of sacred calm and serenity, offering consolation to the
bereaved and where everyone feels welcome for quiet
contemplation.
We invite suggestions. Please email us

 

Alpha Conference

The Alpha Conference took place online on the 10th and 11th
July, hosting people from all over Africa. Our church was the
largest group with 70 participants. It is so exciting to see such
enthusiastic participation. We are ready to grow God's Kingdom! 

Digital Snapshot
Click on Picture to Link
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Giving
If you're not signed up for dedicated giving but would like to
continue to support the parish, you can make donations via snap
scan or follow the link online. 

As always, your generosity is appreciated, and we are especially
grateful during this time.
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