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CHURCH NEWS

A message from Father Tshepo
When St. Augustine was chosen to serve the Diocese of Hippo as
its bishop, he reflected on this and concluded: "What I am for you
terrifies me; what I am with you consoles me. For you I am a
bishop; but with you I am a Christian. The former is a duty; the
latter a grace. The former is a danger; the latter, salvation." The
Covid-19 and Lockdown situation forced me to reflect on the more
fundamental questions: the challenge of being a Christian while
facing questions of human suffering; what it means to be Church
in times when the community cannot gather in worship; how to
pray in isolation while keeping in mind that I am a member of the
Body of Christ. 

Indeed, for the Bryanston parishioners I am a priest (to misquote
Augustine), but with the Bryanston parishioners I am a fellow
Christian. While the former has its challenges in terms of how to
minister to a community isolated each in their own homes, the
latter allows me to find ways of reaching out... hence the online
and social media spaces have become a blessing at this time.
Through such media, I can be a fellow Christian, praying with you
and encountering fellow Christians. To refer to St Augustine again,
indeed to be a priest can be “a duty” but I am finding it more and
more as “a grace.” It is an opportunity to be a Christian on the
journey, as the disciples were after the Resurrection, facing my
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journey, as the disciples were after the Resurrection, facing my
fears, questions, doubts head-on.  Rather than complain about
this situation we find ourselves in, let us rather use it as an
opportunity to encounter the Lord. And we can use our liturgical
cycle to help us through it. As the disciples faced fear and
isolation in the room they had locked themselves in after the
Resurrection, we too face it. And as Jesus encountered them in
their fear and isolation, so too does he want to encounter us in
our fears, isolation, lockdown, and doubts. Let us not miss this
opportunity!

Youth 
On Sunday after Online Mass or Church at home, online
catechism classes will begin. The class times have been staggered
to try and accommodate families with multiple children. Various
video conferencing and teaching tools are being used depending
on what is available to the teacher. Each Catechism teacher
will have made contact with the parents. If you have not heard
from them, please contact Taryn Cronje
There is a Children's Bulletin with activities on the website.

LifeTeen
On Sunday Lifeteen started the new term, they are using the
Lifeteen Global Life Night series. The current series is called You
won't find Jesus here.  The theme for the first night was God
in the Sinner. If you would like to watch this session Click Here.
This Sunday the theme is God in the Pain.  There is a parent
letter about the session that you can read on our website. Click
Here to watch it on Youtube.
The Teens are going to have zoom check-ins with their core team
members in their grades. Please message or email Sean Gillespie
if your teen is struggling to meet up. 

Working for God...
Taryn Cronje comes from a very traditional Irish Catholic Family
and spent the first 14 years of her life in Kimberley where she
attended St Patrick's CBC. After that, she  moved around a
lot because of her father’s job. Taryn studied at Stellenbosch
University, where she met her husband Martin. She moved to
Johannesburg 14 years ago. She has two boys Anthony (10) and
Jonathan (9).
 
What kept you busy before lockdown?
I run my own BBBEE consultancy and Skills Development
Company; Amathuba-Hub. I was busy with the co-ordination of
the catechism and Life Teen classes. I was also involved with the
Alpha group that was getting ready to start in April.
 
What does your lockdown life look like?
Most of my day has been occupied with home-schooling my boys
which has only reaffirmed my belief that all teachers go to heaven
because this is by far the hardest thing I have ever done. I have
been very busy on WhatsApp disseminating information to the
groups I administer. We are also busy with our first Online Alpha
course which we are all very excited about it. I am also busy with
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course which we are all very excited about it. I am also busy with
Father Tshepo's Bible Study which looks interesting. We are about
to start our online catechism classes as well and I am busy with
all the admin. We have an awesome dedicated group of 22
catechism teachers and 8 LifeTeen core members teaching our
527 children and youth about our Lord. We looking forward to
seeing the kids again.
 
Can you share a memory about growing up as a Catholic?
The most vivid memory I have is where I almost burnt down the
Cathedral in Kimberley during the Easter Vigil, when I dropped my
candle on the hymnals in front of me, I remember people trying
to stomp the fire out and my mom promising she was never going
to take me back to church again.  
 
Tell us something most people don't know about you?
I have a Masters Degree in Microbiology and I have published
articles on Probiotics and their influence on HIV+ babies.

Prayer

Beloved Father God we honour You and we praise You.  
We thank You for Your continuous guidance and comfort
throughout this week.
Today we come to You and implore You to help us through this
difficult stage.  We bring Your people of Bryanston Catholic
Church before You and ask that You heal and comfort all those on
the pray lists, we pray especially for: Pam Sebastian, Evelyne
Camara, Kathy McArthur, Bernett McArthur, Penny Buthelezi, Sabu
Behanan, Ruth Wandera and Oliver Welch.

We ask that You be with our youth and our children.  We ask You
to put the little children on Your knee and to comfort them as
they struggle to understand this new life away from school, loved
ones and friends.
Please be with all youth, primary school children, high school
students, Varisty students and young adults. Quell all the stress
that they are experiencing and the fear of the unknown.  Fill them
with Your guidance and knowledge so that they can turn
technology into a positive gift for their futures.  We pray that You
will develop the youth's resilience, empathy, love and problem-
solving skills so that they will be equipped to deal with the
challenges of a confusing and changing world.

Be Our ‘Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and
Prince of Peace’ Isaiah 9:6
Amen

Vocations
The Vocations team will be leading us through a nine day Novena
starting on Friday 22 May. There will be more information in next

Request Prayer
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starting on Friday 22 May. There will be more information in next
week's newsletter. The prayers and meditations will be available
on the church website and the app.
 

Alpha Online 
Wednesday Alpha has been running for two weeks. Next week we
will be looking at "Why did Jesus die?"

We are very excited to announce that we are starting the next
Online Alpha on Tuesday 9th June 2020 at 8pm.
Please Click Here to register. 

Bible Study 
Father Tshepo's Bible study has been very well received. Thank
you for all the positive feedback.
If you would still like to join the Thursday Bible Study, please
email us.

Parish Care Group 
The Parish Care Group is going well. At least 45 people
now get contacted every week. It is lovely to connect
and catch up with these parishioners. They all seem to
be coping very well under the circumstances. If you
would like someone to contact you please email us
on communication@bryanstoncatholic.co.za

Community Outreach 
Parish Poverty Relief supports about 115 families at the Holy
Rosary Church in Ivory Park. Click here to find out how you can
help.

The Society of St Vincent de Paul continue to help those
who are in desperate need by providing meals and
parcels to families in Diepsloot. Click here to read more.
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Giving
If you're not signed up for dedicated giving but
would like to continue to support the parish, you
can make donations via snap scan or follow the
link online. 

As always, your generosity is appreciated, and
we are especially grateful during this time.
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