
 

 

The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary  

with the May Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

Saturday, 2 May 2020. 

 

First Saturday of May, the Month of Our Lady. 

 

 

 



 

Hymn 

Immaculate Mary! 

 Our hearts are on fire, 

 that title so wondrous 

 fills all our desire. 
  

Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

 Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

 

We pray for God’s glory, 

 the Lord’s kingdom come! 

 We pray for his vicar, 

the Pope, and for Rome. 
  

Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

 Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

  

We pray for our mother 

 the church upon earth, 

 and bless, sweetest lady, 

 the land of our birth. 
  

Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

 Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

  

For poor, sick, afflicted 

 thy mercy we crave; 

 and comfort the dying 

 thou light of the grave. 
  

Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

 Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

  

To God be all glory 

 and worship for aye; 

To God’s virgin mother 

 an endless Ave.  
 

Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

 Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

 



 

Introduction 

On the 25th of April 2020, Pope Francis wrote a letter addressed to all the Faithful. In it, he 

urges us to pray the Rosary in our homes. Through the Rosary, he notes, we “contemplate 

the face of Christ with the heart of Mary Mother” and this will unite us “as a spiritual family 

and will help us overcomes time of trial.” 

On this First Saturday of the month of Our Lady let us pray together the Glorious Mysteries, 

asking Mary to intercede for us. We will end our Rosary with the crowning of Our Lady, a 

tradition done to honour Mary, Queen of heaven and earth, especially in this month of May. 

 

The Rosary is made up of twenty mysteries depicting significant events or moments in the 

life of Jesus and Mary. These are grouped into four series of five mysteries each.  

The first contains the joyful mysteries; the second, the mysteries of light; the third, the 

sorrowful mysteries; and the fourth, the glorious mysteries.  

The Rosary includes the following prayers: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell; on the 

third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. Amen. 

Hail Mary, Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now, and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy; hail, our life, our sweetness and our hope. To thee do 

we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and 

weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy 

towards us; and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O 

clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

 



 

Rosary: The Glorious Mysteries  

 

The First Glorious Mystery: The Resurrection of Christ from the Dead 

 

Mt. 28:5-7 – But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek 

Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 

he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead.”   

The empty tomb on Easter Sunday is a sign of hope for all believers.  Let us pray for all who 

will die during this time, whether from the coronavirus or from a different illness.  May God 

grant consolation to their family and friends, as the Lord Jesus consoled Mary Magdalene, and 

may God also protect and bless the funeral directors and graveyard workers.   

 

The Second Glorious Mystery: The Ascension of Christ into Heaven 

 

Acts 1:9-11 – As they were watching, He was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 

stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking toward heaven? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.”  

Before ascending to Heaven, Jesus tells the apostles to go forth and baptise, making disciples 

of all nations.  Let us pray for the Holy Church of God, that during this difficult time of the 



Covid-9 pandemic, she may strive to live this command of Jesus.  Let us pray for ourselves, that 

we may strive to live as faithful disciples of Jesus.   

 

The Third Glorious Mystery: The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

 

Acts 2:1-4 – When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and 

resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

The Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles while gathered in the upper room.  Many symbols 

are associated with the Holy Spirit — wind, fire, and breath.  Knowing the coronavirus affects 

the lungs, let us pray for those unable to breathe on their own right now, that the Holy Spirit 

will fill their lungs with the gift of breath, life, and healing.   

 

The Fourth Glorious Mystery: The Assumption of Mary into Heaven 

 

Ps. 16:9-11 – Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; even my soul shall dwell in 

safety. For you will not give me up to Sheol, nor let your beloved know decay. You will show 

me the path of life; in your presence there is fulness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 

for evermore. 



At the end of Mary’s life, God chose to bring her body and soul into eternal life.  Now, Mary 

prays for us at the hour of our death as we ask her so often in the Hail Mary.  Let us ask Mary 

to pray for those who are at the hour of their death.   

 

The Fifth Glorious Mystery: The Coronation of Mary as Queen of Heaven & Earth 

 

Rev. 12:1 – And a great sign appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, with the 

moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 

Each year we celebrate Jesus as King of the Universe.  It is quite fitting for us, to call upon Mary 

as Queen of Heaven and Earth.  So many are devoted to Mary, her titles, and shrines.  In this 

time of pandemic, we turn to Mary’s intercession, asking her to obtain from her son the grace 

of healing for the sick and the containment of the coronavirus.  Mary, pray for us, pray for the 

sick and the dying, pray for our clergy and medical professionals, pray for those who are most 

in need.   

 

The Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Reflection 

 

Crowning 

The statue of Our Lady is crowed with flowers.  

 



Chorus 

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. 

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. 

 

Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

Christ hear us. 

Christ graciously hear us.  

God, the Father of heaven, have mercy on us.  

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,  

 God the Holy Spirit,  

 Holy Trinity, one God, 

Holy Mary, pray for us. 

Holy Mother of God, 

Holy Virgin of virgins,  

 Mother of Christ,  

 Mother of the Church,  

 Mother of divine grace,  

Mother most pure,  

 Mother most chaste,  

 Mother inviolate, 

Mother undefiled,  

 Mother most amiable,  

 Mother admirable,  

 Mother of good counsel,  

 Mother of our Creator,  

 Mother of our Saviour,  

 Mother of mercy,  

 Virgin most prudent,  

 Virgin most venerable,  

 Virgin most renowned,  



 Virgin most powerful,  

 Virgin most merciful,  

 Virgin most faithful,  

 Mirror of justice,  

 Seat of wisdom,  

 Cause of our joy,  

 Spiritual vessel,  

 Vessel of honour,  

 Singular vessel of devotion,  

 Mystical rose,  

 Tower of David,  

Tower if ivory,  

House of gold,  

Ark of the covenant,  

Gate of heaven,  

Morning star,  

Health of the sick,  

Refuge of sinners,  

Comfort of the afflicted,  

Help of Christians,  

Queen of Angels,  

Queen of Patriarchs,  

Queen of Prophets,  

Queen of Apostles, 

Queen of Martyrs,  

Queen of Confessors,  

Queen of Virgins,  

Queen of all Saints,  

Queen conceived without original sin,  

Queen assumed into heaven,  



Queen of the most holy Rosary,  

Queen of families,  

Queen of peace.  

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  

spare us, O Lord.  

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  

graciously hear us, O Lord.  

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  

have mercy on us.  

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.  

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  

Let us pray:  

Grant, we beseech thee,  

O Lord God,  

that we, your servants, 

may enjoy perpetual health of mind and body;  

and by the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin,  

may be delivered from present sorrow,  

and obtain eternal joy.  

Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Pope Francis to Mary 

  

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. 



In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly 

to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort 

those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are 

buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their 

loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be 

close to them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and 

the consequences for the economy and employment. 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great 

suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as 

you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their 

hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of 

this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and 

grant them strength, generosity and continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral 

concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that 

they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the 

aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic 

solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing 

and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to 

prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future. 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to 

recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help 

to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in 

service, constant in prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God 

will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can 

serenely resume its normal course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, 

O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

 

 



 

The Mary Window (at the Church of the Resurrection, Bryanston): 

Mary – under the title Queen Assumed into Heaven, patroness of South Africa – is portrayed 

in this window. Her Son – the King of Kings – is in front of her, holding the globe... all glory 

comes from Him. 

 


