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CHURCH NEWS

A message from Father Keith...
On Good Shepherd Sunday, Jesus uses the image of a good shepherd calling
his sheep, and the sheep follow him. Why does Jesus use such imagery on the
Fourth Sunday of Easter? I suppose you know the answer already, but—if you
will pardon the comparison—you and I are much like sheep. The shepherd calls
us by name, which means that the magnificent God of the universe pays
attention to us. He knows each and every one of us better than we know
ourselves. The name he confirms for each of us finds its way down to the
deepest interior of our souls. Christ calls each of us by name to be most truly
who we are.

Of course, we often mishear such a voice. We ignore it, resist it, button our ears
to it. But in our moments of sane and solitary wholeness, or maybe in our times
of trouble, our spirits pulse to the rhythm of God’s voice. It resounds within us.

Like the shepherd with his sheep, and in spite of wolves and wildness all
around, this call is safe. Christ's call lets our fear drop away; it turns us right
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around, this call is safe. Christ's call lets our fear drop away; it turns us right
side up. It lets us follow our master and friend, around rocks and even through
dark valleys.

Sometimes people say about others, “Oh, you are all like sheep” as an insult.
This Sunday it is the greatest compliment we could get.

God bless, Fr Keith

My parish life in Sebokeng during the lockdown
By Brother Bongane Tunza....

On the 25th of March 2020, after President Cyril Ramaphosa announced
the countrywide lockdown, I returned home to Sebokeng and
subsequently engaged in my pastoral work in my home parish -
Emmanuel Catholic Church. 

My day here commences at 6am or earlier, with manual work, since there
was a building project of a new hall. There is a lot of rubble and clearing
to be done. Then at around eight in the morning the manual work stops
and I get a chance to have a shower before morning prayer and Mass. I
have been engaging in pastoral work in my home parish, under the
leadership of Franciscan Priest Father Solly.

A few weeks ago, there were three reported funerals scheduled to take
place on the same day. I assisted by leading one of the funeral services.



place on the same day. I assisted by leading one of the funeral services.
Emmanuel Catholic Church is a typical township parish where one would
anticipate funeral mass to be attended by a quarter if not half of all the
parishioners. Upon my arrival at the family’s house to lead the funeral
service, there were only nine people there. I had to sign two documents,
one from the Sebokeng Police station and the other from the funeral
parlour. They were to inform me that only fifty people are to gather for the
service and that the service should last no longer than an hour. As a
minister I would be arrested if I failed to meet the requirements. At the
cemetery, the police were there to make sure I kept to the rules. This
lockdown has really changed the tradition of my home parish. 

I pray that we will be able to gather to celebrate mass together again
soon. 

 

57th World Day of Prayer for
Vocations

This Sunday we are joining the entire Church to pray for
Vocations. In March Pope Francis published his annual
address for this special day of prayer. In his message he
reflects on the Gospel of Matthew 14:22-33, the story
where Jesus invites Peter to walk on the waves with
Him.
Pope Francis uses four words to explain the different
stages of the journey that all those who choose to follow
him will encounter on their journey to vocation – pain,
gratitude, encouragement and praise. Every one of us is
called to a Vocation – be it Holy Orders, Consecrated
Life, Single Life or Marriage. Pope Francis exhorts us to
take courage and embrace our Vocations with the words
of Jesus – “Take heart, it is I; have no fear” (MT14:27).
These comforting words form our Holy Father couldn’t
have come at a more appropriate time and during this
time when usual business and rhythms of life have been
disrupted, it gives us the opportunity to focus on areas
we don’t often consider. Our families are the soil where
Vocations grow, whether they be for priests, deacons,
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religious brother and sisters, holy single people or
devoted married people. We would like you to pray
together with us for Vocations and for our priests
especially this Sunday, and if possible, dedicate a
Rosary prayed with your family for vocations as often as
possible.
God bless!
Bryanston Vocations Committee

Bible Study with Father Tshepo
On Thursday 7 May 2020 at 7pm Father Tshepo will be starting an online Bible
Study via Zoom. If you are interested please sign up by clicking on the link
below.  

Youth 
Good Shepherd Sunday 
Our website has activities for young children and
teenagers to do for catechism and church at
home.
For our teenagers.... 
Here is a short Life Teen Video to prepare for the
Fourth Sunday of Easter. 
Click Here to watch the Global Life Night Series
that Life Teen hosted last Sunday, 26 April,
the series is looking at the person of Jesus. 

The month of May is dedicated to Mary, it’s a
great time to honour her with your little ones!

Sign Up
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great time to honour her with your little ones!
Here is a website with some Catholic
traditions honouring Mary.

Prayer
 

Beloved Father God, we honour and praise You.

We thank You for Your patience and for listening
to our many prayers, especially during this time
of great crisis and suffering; You bring us comfort
as we endure and pure joy at Your presence. 

We thank You for keeping our leaders strong and
for protecting the people of our country and our
parish.

We ask that You be with the people of Bryanston
Catholic Church and offer up all their requests for
prayer, especially for Dr Ivan Kin, Alvin Paules,
Donald, Manuel Maduapera, Evelyne Camara,
Penny Buthelezi, Sabu Behanan, Ruth Wandera,
Diana & Natasha, Yvette & Iain and Kathy &
Bernett McArthur.

We ask You, Lord Jesus, to be with all those who
are ill, be it cancer, COVID-19 or heart
conditions. Be with those with weakened immune
systems and all those struggling with health
issues. We pray for all the sick on the Good
Shepherds Prayer List and those on the Parish
sick lists

Holy Spirit, we ask you pour forth a burning
desire, that we might know You more deeply and
love You more dearly. We pray for the success of
the Alpha online course. Bring forth, we pray, the
leaders of Alpha; Touch those who are going to
participate in the coming course. Help them to
know You more.
Come Holy Spirit, teach us, mould us, guide us.
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Amen

Working for God...
Mandy Keil grew up in Cape Town but work brought her to
Joburg in 2000. Before her move to Joburg, she was a
lapsed Catholic. She attended Alpha in 2002 after being
invited by a Parishioner. Her experience on Alpha led her to
start attending Mass regularly. Even though she still had
lots of questions, she was invited to help on the team. It
was after this second Alpha that she stopped just warming
the pew every week and began to work for God. 

What was your role at the church before lockdown? 
I head up Alpha for Adults and serve on the Divine
Renovation Senior Leadership Team and Parish
Communication Team. I am committed to Jesus’ calling to
“Go and Tell others”

What has kept you busy during the lockdown? 
Shew! I have never been busier. I have become a
“homeschool teacher”, a chef 3 times a day,  figuring out
how to keep my business going, I assisted the amazing
Comms team in getting our online church up and running -
Daily Mass on YouTube & working on strategies to keep the
community informed of what’s happening in our parish
(The Church App, Newsletter and Website) The most
exciting part has been working with an awesome team to
get Alpha Online ready to launch on 6 May.

What is your wish for Alpha Online that starts on 6 May
2020? 
Alpha is for everyone, but it has been especially successful
at providing a space for people outside of the Christian
Faith to explore our faith with many, then believing that
Jesus is the Son of God. My wish is that parishioners will
invite at least one person they know to join us. My prayer is
that God softens the hearts of all who are invited to
register. My vision is that many people come to believe in
Jesus, that He is our Saviour.

 

Alpha Online 
We have had an overwhelming response to the course starting on

Wednesday 6 May at 7pm. Registrations are now closed for this

Request Prayer
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Wednesday 6 May at 7pm. Registrations are now closed for this

course. Watch this space for the starting date of the next course

or click here to find out more about Alpha. 

Parish Poverty Relief Project 

For more than 17 years, our church has been
running a project where money and groceries are
collected and used to support about 115 families
at the Holy Rosary Church in Ivory Park. With
Masses being suspended this has left the Holy
Rosary Church without the support from
Bryanston resulting in the families in a dire
predicament. Click here to read more and find out
how you can help.

The Society of St Vincent de Paul 
The SSVP continue to help those who are in desperate
need. We have been providing meals and parcels to
those who need them the most in Diepsloot. If you can
assist us in any way please contact Jacqui Grieve on
083 449 5261 or jacquelinemgrieve@gmail.com

Parish Care Group 
We are available to call you, should you, or someone
you know, need someone to speak to and pray with you.
Please email us
on communication@bryanstoncatholic.co.za
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