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CHURCH NEWS

As we enter the Cenacle...
A cenacle (from Latin cenaculum) is defined as a dining room, especially one
on an upper floor. It is the Upper Room which Scripture says the apostles and
some women retreated to after Jesus’ Ascension (Acts 1:13). There they
stayed, awaiting the promised Holy Spirit and “were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer” (Acts 1:14). Over the years, pilgrims have visited the site
of the Upper Room in Jerusalem, to reflect on what happened there, where –
awaiting the “the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4), tongues of fire appeared,
rested on those in the Cenacle, filling them with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:3-4).
From there, they proclaimed the Good News with boldness.

On Sunday we celebrate the Lord’s Ascension. And, like the apostles then, we
are in lockdown, isolated, with questions and doubts weighing heavily on our
minds. In a sense, we are in our Cenacle. The question is, as the apostles
anticipated the coming of the Holy Spirit, what are we expecting? As they
devoted themselves to prayer, what are we busy with in our Cenacle?

As thousands of pilgrims continue to visit the site of the Jerusalem Cenacle,
praying for the same faith and hope the occupants of the Cenacle had, are we
inviting people to experience our faith and hope at this time? We need not
travel to the Holy Land to encounter this faith and hope. We all have our
Cenacle, where we experience the presence of God. As we spend this week
looking toward Pentecost – as the apostles did that week, some 2000 years
ago – let us reflect on what God is doing and will do in our lives, in our dire
situation of the pandemic. God is here! Let us not miss the opportunity to
encounter him.
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Veni, Sancte Spiritus! Come, Holy Spirit!

Working for God...
Roy and Les Hawkins are both Jozi born and bred.  Roy is a
“cradle” Catholic. He was baptised at St Martin De Porres in
Craighall Park and has been attending Mass at Bryanston since he
was 6, we won’t tell you how long ago that was...  Les was
confirmed in 2008 at St Charles in Victory Park. They work
together in an Insurance Brokerage and by God’s grace are still
happily married! 

What was your involvement at the church before
lockdown?
We joined the Society of St Vincent de Paul in 2009 and Roy is
currently still involved at both conference and national level.  Roy
is an EMOHC (Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communnion) and
Les is involved with RCIA (Receiving Christ in Adulthood). We
have both been on the vocations committee since 2010. 
 
What is keeping you busy during lockdown?
We are fortunate to have been able to continue working from
home.  It has been amazing to be able to access Mass and keep
in touch with the parish online.  We have also been able to offer
excellent service to our resident feline, who is thrilled to have us
home all day.
 
Tell us something most people don’t know about you? 
Roy was seriously discerning a vocation to the priesthood and
before packing his bags for the seminary, decided to test out his
evangelisation skills by inviting Les to Mass for the first time....so
the miracle of Mass led to a change of vocation and a “none”
becoming a Catholic!
 
Where do you think God wants our church to be in a few
years time? 
This time of pandemic as tough as it is, is leading a lot of people
to conversion.  Many of us now have shrines in our homes and
are praying regularly together at home, not just at Mass on
Sundays. Perhaps we are being asked to think about living our
Christian faith more fully and most especially in our family lives. 
Hopefully in the coming years we see more and more of God’s
children on their “journey home” to the Church.

Novena hosted by Vocations

On Sunday we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord and next
Sunday is Pentecost. This was essentially the first Novena of the
Church.
This year we will be asking for the intercession of St Therese of
Lisieux as we pray these 9 days for vocations. St Therese was a
Discalced Carmelite who entered convent life at age 15. Her great
love for Jesus and simple daily acts of charity and sacrifice have
reached out far beyond her convent’s walls and beyond her mortal
life. Throughout her time in the convent she prayed fervently for
vocations especially in the missions. St Therese teaches us that
even behind closed doors, we are still a missionary Church and
that through charity and prayer we can reach out to the whole
world.
Please join us to pray for 9 days from Friday 22 May. The Novena
prayers and mediations available on the website and app.

Click here to read more about Vocations

 

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit
Just as the disciples waited for the Holy Spirit and
Pentecost was only the beginning of an amazing journey
with the Holy Spirit, we are also waiting in anticipation
for the Holy Spirit. We are inviting members of our
Parish to share their experience of the Holy Spirit. 
Please send your story to us and we may share it on
social media after Pentecost. We would love to receive a
short video (about 2 minutes) via WhatsApp on 082-713-
7046.

https://bryanstoncatholicchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff7c594828ac279af08659a76&id=92f2897529&e=2a9e9b2a66
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Prayer

Beloved Father God 

We honour You and we praise You for Your continuous love.

We come before You this day to ask You to be with us in these
changing and uncertain times. We ask you to be with all the
people of Bryanston Catholic Church and all those on the Good
Shepherd and other Parish prayer lists but especially for: Evelyne
Camara, Gail Solomon, Bernett & Kathy McArthur, Pam Sebastian,
The mother of Ivan Kin and Manuel Maduapera.

We ask You be with us as we pour forth our concerns and as the
Corona Virus lags on, fatalities increase and the economy remains
uncertain.  Be with people who have lost their jobs and those who
are unable to work yet. 

We ask You to be with those facing a void of darkness.  We ask
that You come into their darkness like a ‘lamp unto their feet and
a light unto the world’, help them to find you and to seek you.

We thank You for the very special people in our community. 
Those who always have a smile on their faces, those who remain
strong. Thank you for those who to do Your work for our parish
and each other. Those who are attending Alpha and Bible study.

We thank you for those who do small tasks every day, cooking a
meal for a friend, taking care packages to the poor, making a
phone call, contacting the aged and lonely and Your loyal servants
who meet you in daily prayer.

Come Holy Spirit, give us the supernatural energy, to do whatever
it takes. Help us to cope with continual change, give us
knowledge, wisdom and foresight.

We ask this in your blessed name.
Amen

 

If you submit a prayer request through the newsletter, we will
also include you in Holy Hour.

Mass Intentions
We are now able to receive Mass Intentions again. If you would
like Mass said for a special intention or you would like to check if
your intention is on our records, please email us.
 

Community Outreach 
Catholic Women's League in collaboration with St Vincent
de Paul
The CWL have not been able to carry out their normal functions
within the Parish during the lockdown.  Instead, they offered their
assistance to the SSVP and between their members, have
collected an amazing amount of clothes, bedding, books, toys,
blankets and toiletries.  Each of our families in need will now
receive a wonderful winter hamper which will be so appreciated.
 

The CWL's generosity and kindness have been incredible, as has
their efficiency.  Within a short period of time so much was
collected and donated.  The members of the SSVP who have
sorted through the donations and created the hampers for the
families of Diepsloot were amazed at the quality of the items they
received: the clothes were in wonderful condition and had all
been washed and ironed.  Not that we would expect anything less
from such a group of amazing women! 

Click here to find out more about Parish Poverty Relief 
Read more about The Society of St Vincent de Paul

Alpha Online 

Request Prayer
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The next Alpha Online begins on Tuesday 9 June @ 20h00

How you can help! 
Are you wondering how you can help others encounter Jesus? If
you have completed an Alpha in the past 2 years and would love
for others to encounter Jesus or grow their faith, then join the
next Online Alpha Team.

Please Click Here to complete the team registration form. 

Invite a family member or friend
Many of us have a family member or friend who no longer goes to
church or does not know Jesus. This is a great opportunity to
invite them to explore Life and Faith in a relaxed environment.
Why not invite them and register together? 

SNAPSHOT OF OUR CHURCH
Click on Picture to Link

Giving
If you're not signed up for dedicated giving but would like to
continue to support the parish, you can make donations via snap
scan or follow the link online. 

As always, your generosity is appreciated, and we are especially
grateful during this time.

Register to attend
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