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Church at Home 

Please go check out our Daily Mass and Reflections from Sr Sylvia on YouTube. 

Sunday Church at Home on the web site and app has been very popular. It is a wonderful 

way to share Mass with loved ones over Skype, WhatsApp or Zoom while we're in 

lockdown. Everyone can play a part. 

The children enjoyed making their Stations of the Cross boxes and Easter messages for 

our priests. Take a look on the Catechism Facebook page. 

 



From the Desk of Father Keith.... 

21 days of lockdown! When it was announced by President Cyril Ramaphosa in March 

that South Africa was going into lockdown – it didn’t seem possible. That happens in 

foreign places, not to us. And now the lockdown has been extended to the 30th April. 

Holy Week seemed remote and unreal without a congregation present. Fr Tshepo and 

I are grateful to our Communications team who were able to set up camera, 

microphones, lights, Youtube channels and the myriad 

of details which allowed us to broadcast the celebration of Mass. 

The current spread of the Covid-19 Coronavirus is quite disturbing. There is a sense of 

the unknown. How bad will this get? Will it affect me? How will it further change our 

way of life? Just as we try to calm down and remind ourselves not to worry beyond 

the facts, the next day's news reveals something more shocking. Fear is a very 

unsettling emotion. It can paralyze us and take away our abilities to remain balanced 

and reasonable and to discern the right choices before us. 

It is vitally important that we follow good sound advice from the medical community 

and do what we can to prevent ourselves from getting the virus or from spreading it to 

others. 

Then,  on a deeper level, we need to turn to prayer, to our relationship with God, to 

find comfort and peace that we need the most. This is a time to place ourselves in our 

Lord's hands and to ask for the grace to trust. 

We certainly can pray that the epidemic will come to an end soon, and that people 

who contract the virus will receive the care they need. And, we can pray for those who 

are suffering, who face job insecurity, for the most vulnerable in South Africa, and we 

can pray with those who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 

Letting our Lord comfort us with a peace that nothing else in this world can give is to 

pray at another level. It begins with our reminding ourselves that we are loved by God. 

In this Eastertide we look to our Risen Lord for the reminder of the Good News. We 

are saved from the power of sin and death through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. Now is the time we need to experience hope and consolation in God's love and 

God’s presence with us. 



How do we find that peace in the midst of so much anxiety and worry about the 

future? We can take precautions and be prudent, but we don't have to worry about 

what we can't control. We can trust that by turning to our God, we can rely on God's 

love and presence. We can take courage from a sense that we are not alone. And, we 

can let go of the anxieties and be brought deeper into that relationship which feels "at 

home" and reminds us of our truest self. 

Most of all, faith and trust can help us replace our anxiety with our mission - the 

mission each of us has to love as we have been loved. When we ask for the help - in 

our relationship with our God - to grow in compassion and care for those around us, a 

new level of purpose is given to us. We can feel the grace of being sent - missioned - to 

be for and with others in crisis. We can comfort others and help calm their fears. We 

can be a source of strength for others who are struggling. Our charity and the ways we 

reach out to others will transform our hearts. And, we can make a real difference. 

Perhaps someone I know, who is in lockdown at home, needs a call every day. I 

encourage you all to stay connected with the various social media of our parish. The 

possibilities will come to us as we let our hearts be calmed and be filled with 

compassion. Gratitude leads to generosity and courage lets our hearts move from 

being fearful to being bold. 

I pray that we may come though this crisis as people of faith filled with the wisdom 

and courage of the Holy Spirit.  

God bless, Fr Keith Gordon-Davis. 

Youth 

For the little ones....  
For Divine Mercy Sunday there is a lovely kids bulletin with activities on 

our website 

 

For our teenagers....  
Life Teen has a very active YouTube Chanel. Click here to watch their 

Lectio Live on Preparing for Divine 

Mercy Sunday  



The Society of St Vincent de Paul 

St Vincent de Paul continues it's outreach work in Diepsloot.  As you 

can imagine, the number of people who need assistance grows daily.  

With donations from our parishioners, the society will be able to feed 

more people daily through the soup kitchen they have set up in 

Diepsloot and will continue to provide food parcels to the neediest 

members of our community. If you wish to assist St Vincent de Paul 

during these very difficult times, please donate to:  

St Vincent de Paul Society, Nedbank Nicolway, Acc No 1522 039 570 

(account details can be verified on the Parish website) 

If you can assist us in any way please contact Jacqui Grieve 

on 083 449 5261 or jacquelinemgrieve@gmail.com 

 

Alpha 

Diarise: Wednesday 6 May at 7 pm.  

Alpha Update – We’re Going Online 

Since we cannot meet in a physical building, we have been working 

tirelessly with Alpha South Africa and the Divine Renovation Team in 

Canada to work on an Alpha Online model. Now, more than ever, we 

believe that EVERYONE should have the chance to explore the 

Christian Faith. For them to be able to ask questions and share their 

point of view.  

 

Come and join us and Invite a friend. All you need to do is click on 

the link below and register, and forward the link on to the person you 

invite so they can do likewise. All the information regarding how to 

participate will be sent to you once you have registered. 

 

For more information, click here or you can contact Mandy Keil on 0824526228, 

Taryn Cronje on 0833601636. 
Registration Link: https://forms.gle/zJZXBcvQ3p47HfjGA 
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Prayer 

In Father Keith's message, we received great advice on 

prayer in this time of lockdown. If you'd like to be 

included in the prayers of our prayer ministry, please 

send us an email using this button. 

 

 

Copyright © 2020 Bryanston Catholic Church, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website. 

Our mailing address is: 
Bryanston Catholic Church 

18 Sloane Street, Bryanston 
Johannesburg, Gauteng 2191 South Africa 

Add us to your address book 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences 

 

Request Prayer 
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