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‘Missionary Discipleship’ 

Execu�ve Summary: 

 

  1. Introduc�on

  The Missionary Discipleship Commi�ee decided to take as their star�ng
point the Aparecida  -Concluding Document of the conference of the

 Bishops of La�n America and the Caribbean 2007. The theme of the
 General Conference was: ‘Disciples and Missionaries of Jesus Christ, so

  that our peoples may have life in him.’

  2. Reali�es and challenges that confront missionary discipleship and
  evangeliza�on

  Listed here are the diverse problems effec�ng our world, into which our
 evangelical mandate commissions us to speak. Problems include false
 ideologies; individualism; economic problems; infideli�es in doctrine and
 morality; exodus of believers to sects and other religious groups;
 seculariza�on; problems of violence, poverty, and injus�ce; the growing

   culture of death; corrup�on and racism.

    3. What does missionary discipleship and evangeliza�on mean?

  The Church has the great task of guarding and nourishing the faith of the
People of God, and reminding the faithful of this con�nent that,  by virtue
of   their Bap�sm, they are called to be disciples and missionaries of Jesus

 Christ. This implies following him, living in in�macy with him, imita�ng his
 example and bearing witness. Every bap�zed person receives from Christ,
 like the Apostles, the missionary mandate: “Go into all the world and

  preach the Gospel to the whole crea�on.

   4. Who are missionary disciples and evangelizers?

  The mandate to become a missionary disciple and evangelizer is given to
 everyone in the Church, to imitate Jesus by invi�ng all to follow him. We
 are to go, each one of us, into very different situa�ons, to meet those
 who do not yet believe in Christ within our own territory, and to seek all
 the bap�zed who do not par�cipate in the life of the Chris�an
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 communi�es. We undertake this task within the everyday exercise of
 communion through the diversity of charisms, ministries, and services by
 being Spirit-filled evangelizers who pray and work so that charity may

     abound.

  5. How should we prac�ce missionary discipleship and evangeliza�on?

 The main tenets are summed up in the phrases: ‘to encounter Him’, 
‘close bond with Jesus’, ‘share in his mission,’ ‘transform situa�ons’, 
‘proclaim Jesus Christ through the holiness of their lives’, ‘par�cipa�ng in 
the Life that comes from the bosom of the Father’, ‘illuminate with the 
light of the Gospel’, ‘embraces all with the love of God’, ‘to be engaged in 
a lifelong process of learning,’ ‘place the heart of the Lord’s mandate for 
his Church at the heart of everything we do’, and ‘proclaim this Good 
News.’   

 6. The Pon�fical Authority of the Holy Fathers on discipleship and 
evangeliza�on?  

 The central theological insights of the Second Va�can Council can be 
summed up in the following phrases: the universal call to holiness and the 
universal call to mission. In their ministry as universal shepherd the popes 
of the last 50 years have called, with one voice, for all the faithful to take 
up their roles as missionary disciples.    

7. The forma�on process of missionary disciples and evangelizers?  

 We highlight five fundamental aspects in the process of forming 
missionary disciples: 1) The Encounter with Jesus Christ; 2) Conversion; 3) 
Discipleship; 4) Communion; 5) Mission.  

 8. Places of forma�on for missionary disciples?  

 Wherever communi�es gather for the purpose of missionary discipleship 
and evangeliza�on.   

 


