
Day Two  - Celebrating Baptism 
 
Prayer focus: Today’s theme is the recognition that we are all precious in the sight of God. We 
have been invited into a deep relationship with God and each other in the Church through our  
baptism in Christ. 

 
 
Scripture reading: Covenant between God and Abram – that he will be the father of nations 
 
Genesis 17:1—7 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty[a]; 
walk before me faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my covenant between me and you and 
will greatly increase your numbers.” Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,  “As for me, this is 
my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; 
your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you very 
fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to 
come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 
• Father, we praise and thank you for bringing each one of us into a lasting covenantal relationship 
with you. 
• Father, as the God of Abraham and the prophets, we thank you that since the beginning of time 
you have called us into your family, to be your sons and daughters. 
• As Catholics, we thank you, that through the grace of our baptism we have been marked with a 
special seal. 
• Thank you for this bond which lies at the very heart of who we are. 
• Thank you for drawing us into your tender and loving heart. 
 
 
Scripture Reading: Jesus’ baptism 
 
Mark 1:3-11 
 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 
 
And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his 
message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with[b] water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. Just as 
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on 
him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 
Reflection  
 
• Let us now bring to mind that scene from the Gospel of Jesus' baptism in the River Jordan. 
• We especially ask in this moment, to be renewed in the graces we received at baptism. 
• As God's precious children, we too hear God calling us His “beloved”, upon whom His favour rests. 
 
In silence we reflect on how God has consecrated each one of us, through baptism to be his precious 
child. 
 
 
Gospel reading: Jesus and Nicodemus - How can anyone be born again? 
 
John 3:3-6  
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 
“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a 
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
 



Reflection  
• Lord, in this moment, we desire to be born again through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
• In the depths of our souls pour down upon us now your life giving water. 
• We believe that through the power of your spirit men and women can be born again from above. 
• Let those waters flow deep in our hearts. In this moment, reveal to us anew the kingdom of God. 
 
Litany of praise and intercession 
Loving Father, we thank you for inviting us into a deep and lasting relationship with you, 
Father, we praise and thank you for your love. 
Thank you for your fidelity and for the graces you continue to fill us with, 
Father, we praise and thank you for your love. 
Thank you for our parents, godparents and sponsors whose faith was a living witness to your love for 
us, 
Father, we praise and thank you for your love. 
Thank you for this gift, the sacrament of baptism, 
Father, we praise and thank you for your love. 
Lord, we ask you for every blessing on our family and friends, 
Lord hear our prayer. 
Lord, we bring before you all the needs of our parish and Church, 
Lord hear our prayer. 
Lord, we ask you for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we ask you to bless all those you call to married life and all lay single people in their daily lives 
and commitments, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Lord, we ask for the grace to become your evangelising witnesses in thought, word and action, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 
Offer your own prayer intentions…. 
Pray the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary and Glory Be 
 
Final Prayer  
Loving Father, thank you for this time we have spent in your presence. Thank you for the many gifts 
you have given us. We ask you to bless all those you have welcomed into your Church through 
baptism so that they may answer your Son’s call with courage and generosity.  
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 


